
Influenza Epidemic of 1918 
 

 

Derived from the October 24, 1918 issue of "The Courier Wedge." 

It is estimated that between 25 and 40 million people died from the Spanish 
influenza outbreak that began in 1918, took just 7 days to sweep across America, 
and three months to sweep around the world. World War I, which had just ended, 
took 9 million lives; this epidemic would quadruple that. 

What is influenza? Influenza is a very contagious kind of "cold" that is 
accompanied by fever, pains in the head, eyes, ears, back or other parts of the 
body and a feeling of severe sickness. In many cases influenza usually disappears 
after three or four days and the patients recovers quickly. Some though develop 
pneumonia and die. 

Influenza affected many people in Durand and some did not take it seriously and 
became very sick and died. If you look in the cemetery you will find many children 
and adults that were killed by the influenza. Actually, entire families were wiped 
out. 



This web page was designed by Kevin Traun and Mindy Reinhardt on March 22, 
2001. 

 

Influenza Epidemic of 1918 

Some Common Obituaries 

 

 

Clifford Wood 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Wood who lived west of Eau 
Galle. He passed away at 
Chillicothe, Ohio. He was at a 
camp for 5 weeks and while 
he was there he got 
pneumonia. He was a young 
boy. He is survived by his 
mother, father, four siblings, 
and relatives. 



Blanche Breunig 

She passed away Friday 
December 13, 1918 at 7:45 
PM. She died of influenza. 
She was 19 years,10 months, 
and 28 days old. She was 
survived by two brothers, 
Jacob and Wilber, two sisters, 
Ruth and Marion. 

 

Eliza Martha Stewart 

She was born in Porcupine, 
WI on May 1, 1911. She got 
influenza after which 
pneumonia developed. She 
was 7 years, 7 months, and 
19 days old. She was loved by 
all that knew her. Her 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Jno. 
Stewart and 5 brothers and 5 
sisters mourn her loss. 

Eliza L. Bruenn 

She passed away 4 o'clock 
Saturday afternoon on 
December 7, 1918. She was 
born in Durand, WI on 
January 9, 1882. She was 
almost 27 years old. She 
attended a Germany 
Lutheran Church which she 
was a member all her life. 
She graduated from high 
school in 1910. She taught 
school for 1 year in Fon du 
Lac County. She later taught 
several terms in Pepin and 
Buffalo Counties. January 1, 
1917 she entered Milwaukee 



County Hospital at 
Wauwatosa to take up a 
teaching course. On 
November 28, 1918 she 
became ill with influenza. A 
week later pneumonia 
caused her death. 

Everett Wright 

He was born in Mondovi, WI 
on September 18, 1879. He 
became a barber in Durand in 
1898. He later purchased a 
livery business at Athens, WI. 
He was married in 1905 in 
Wausau and had 3 kids. They 
moved to Durand in 1907. He 
sold his business 2 months 
prior to his death. He passed 
away in Athens, WI on 
Saturday October 13, 1917. 
He was only 38 years old 
when he died. He died of a 
sudden illness which 
happened in only 24 hours. 

As you can see influenza 
affected many people young 
and old. Most of the people 
were in the prime of there 
life. They were as strong as 
they would ever be. 

 

Flu Regulations of 1918 

 

In 1918 these were the rules written up in the Courier Wedge periodically. 

They are: 



o Rule 1: All homes in which there is a case of influenza or 
pneumonia associated with influenza shall be placarded in a 
conspicuous place with a red card on which shall be printed the word, 
"Influenza." All persons having such disease shall be isolated in the 
home or the sick room except the attending physician, nurse, 
members of the health board and health officer without the 
permission of the health officer or one of his assistants. 

o Rule 2: Every physician engaged to treat a case of 
influenza or who shall have personal knowledge of any case of said 
disease shall within twenty-four hours thereafter report the same to 
the health officer. When a physician is not employed the responsible 
head of the family shall report the case to the health officer. 

o Rule 3:All individuals in the home except those who are 
engaged in gainful occupations shall be prohibited from leaving the 
premises as long as the home remains placarded. 

o Rule 4: Individuals in the home not afflicted with the 
disease who are not engaged in gainful occupations may be permitted 
to follow such occupations on the condition that they do not frequent 
public meetings, churches, schools, theatres, pool rooms, salloons or 
any place where people congregate is considerable numbers. 
Teachers and such other persons with a gainful occupation or business 
who, in the opinion of the local board of health may be dangerous 
factors in the spread of influenza on account of their association with 
large numbers of people shall, when influenza is present in the home, 
take up their residence in another home free from disease or be 
quarantined. 



o Rule 5: All persons shall be placarded by or under the 
direction or the local health officer and said placard shall not be 
removed until at least four days after the temperature has registered 
normal in the last case occurring in such home. It is not safe for 
anyone who has had influenza to return to usual vocation for at least 
ten days from the time his temperature is normal. 

o Rule 6: After patients have recovered from influenza the 
house shall be thoroughly aired, the woodwork washed with soap and 
water or any approved disinfectant and all bed clothing used by the 
patient shall be boiled or thoroughly cleansed and aired. 

o Rule 7: All police officers shall prevent loitering in public 
places and shall assist the health officers in the enforcement of all 
ordinances, rules and regulations for the protection or the public 
health. 

o Rule 8: Penalty. Section 5608. Any person who shall 
willfully violate any law relation to the public health, for which 
violation no other penalty is prescribed, or any order or regulation and 
duly published, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
not more than three months or by fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

 


